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2014 REVENUE SOURCES
TOTAL: $739,380 

2014 WAS A YEAR OF 

MANY MILESTONES FOR 

TRANSPORTATION CHOICES.  

With support from Social Venture 

Partners, we were able to bring on Carla 

Chavez, our development manager. 

With Carla’s steady hand we continued 

to diversify our funding base to include 

more corporate and individual donors. 

We were grateful to have the support of 

long-time grantors including the Bullitt 

Foundation, Social Venture Partners, 

Surdna Foundation, Seattle Foundation, 

Boeing Community Foundation, 

Horizons Foundation, and Northwest 

Fund for the Environment.  We also 

received very generous donations 

from anonymous donors in 2014. 

These factors allowed us to bolster our 

reserve fund to six months of operating 

expenses – a longstanding strategic 

goal that we achieved 2 years ahead 

of schedule! In 2015, we continue our 

work to grow that reserve and build 

capacity for what will likely be a very 

busy and fun 2016.   

These condensed financial statements are presented 

for information purposes only.  TCC is audited annually 

by the firm of Peterson Sullivan LLP.  Audited financial 

statements are available upon request.

Source: 2014 Audited Financial Statements

GRANTS   $411,397

INDIVIDUALS/BUSINESS   $189,470

GOVERNMENT/AGENCY   $137,500

OTHER (INTEREST AND 
IN-KIND DONATIONS)   $1,013

POLICY   $339,498

EDUCATION   $220,849

LOBBYING   $127,385

FUNDRAISING   $118,909

ADMINISTRATION   $43,364

2014 EXPENSES
TOTAL: $850,005

TCC FINANCIALS



$300M IN NEW BUS SERVICE 
$1.50 TRANSIT FARE IN KING COUNTY
A PIERCE COUNTY COMPLETE 
STREETS ORDINANCE
In 2014, Transportation Choices achieved significant victories! We successfully 

passed the largest increase of bus service in Seattle’s history, with nearly two-

thirds of Seattle voters supporting Proposition 1 last November. 

Earlier in the year, in partnership with a broad coalition, we worked to have 

King County Metro and Sound Transit adopt the new ORCA LIFT program, 

a low-income transit fare that will benefit nearly 25 percent of King County 

residents. This transformative policy reduces low-income households’ transit 

costs by half, making transit even more accessible. 

In the spring, we culminated three years of policy development and 

research by successfully advocating for a Complete Streets Ordinance in 

Pierce County.  Modeled on national best practices, this ordinance means 

more significant bike and pedestrian infrastructure will be built, improving 

mobility and public health in Pierce County.   

While our biggest successes are featured in this report, we’re very proud of 

ALL of our work in 2014.  We’re working hard every day to make the lives of 

transit riders better around Washington State and we are looking forward to 

even more success in 2015.

Thank you for your support! 

AMY GROTEFENDT	 ROB JOHNSON

Board  President	 Executive Director

YEAR IN REVIEW
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HERE’S A PEEK AT WHAT WE HAVE GOING ON THIS YEAR 

TO MOVE OUR VISION FORWARD.  

SMART POLICIES

This year, we are working at the regional and local level to make sure that we are 

creating reliable choices for people to get around. We are on various committees 

including the Puget Sound Regional Council’s Transportation Futures Task Force, King 

County Metro’s Service Guidelines Task Force and the Seattle Transit Advisory Board, 

advocating for the transportation options that matter to you. From Sound Transit to 

King County Metro, and Puget Sound Regional Council to the City of Seattle, we are 

working to create smart policies and engage with regional and local stakeholders to 

turn ideas and policies into real transportation solutions. 

MORE TRANSIT, SIDEWALKS AND BIKE LANES

Transportation Choices will be fighting for more transportation funding in Seattle and 

Snohomish County to give you options to get where you need to go. In Seattle, we will 

be leading a broad coalition to pass a transportation levy, Move Seattle, to support 

bus rapid transit, new sidewalks, and more bike lanes. In Snohomish County, we will be 

supporting Community Transit’s efforts to add new service for their growing ridership.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 2.0

We have revamped our education and outreach programs to serve communities better. 

Our quarterly forums, Transit Talks, cover cutting-edge and timely transportation issues 

in the Puget Sound region. We are bringing together experts, leaders and community 

members to have great conversations. Our Ride Transit Month challenge is an easy 

way to get involved with us. We encourage existing and new riders to take transit by 

offering fabulous prizes and transit-related events to keep you engaged. Learn more 

about these programs on our website, transportationchoices.org.

WHAT WE DO
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TCC’S VISION IS 
AFFORDABLE, 
WALKABLE, BIKE 
FRIENDLY, VIBRANT 
COMMUNITIES
CONNECTED BY 
FREQUENT AND
RELIABLE TRANSIT.



WE HAVE A ONCE-IN-A-DECADE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPAND MASS TRANSIT 

IN THE PUGET SOUND REGION WITH SOUND TRANSIT 3. TRANSPORTATION 

CHOICES WILL BE LEADING THIS WORK TO EXPAND LIGHT RAIL AND EXPRESS 

BUS SERVICE WITH OUR MASS TRANSIT NOW PROJECT.

Our Mass Transit Now project is well underway. We’ve already helped win a new 

revenue source for Sound Transit for a $15 billion expansion of transit service from the 

State Legislature. The next 18 months will be critical for us to make this transit expansion 

a reality. 

Here’s our plan to win – 

•	 Create a light rail expansion plan and the policies to increase sustainable, affordable  

     and reliable transit choices for Puget Sound residents. 

•	 Educate thousands of residents about the benefits of mass transit expansion.

•	 Lead a broad coalition of environmental, active transportation, social justice, 

	 affordable housing, health, labor, business and community groups to win rail and 

	 bus expansion in Seattle, Redmond, Federal Way, Everett, Tacoma and dozens of 

	 other communities.  

Mass Transit Now will require significant resources to win. We cannot do it without 

your support. Our 15 for 15 campaign, a monthly contribution of just $15, to help us 

win $15 billion in transit investments, will help us reach thousands of Puget Sound 

residents, build a winning coalition and expand transit for generations to come. 

Together, we can bring Mass Transit Now to the Puget Sound region. You can find out 

more about our Mass Transit Now project at transportationchoices.org/masstransit.  

WHAT’S NEXT: MASS TRANSIT NOW!
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JOIN OUR 15 FOR 15 
CAMPAIGN. SUPPORT 
US AT $15 A MONTH 
FOR $15 BILLION
IN MASS TRANSIT 
INVESTMENTS. 



PROJECT: MORE  
TRANSIT SERVICE  
IN SEATTLE 
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LAST FALL, TRANSPORTATION 

CHOICES WORKED WITH A BROAD 

COALITION IN SEATTLE to pass 

Proposition 1, a $300M measure to give 

Seattle the best bus service it’s ever had! 

More than 57 Seattle bus routes will get 

faster, better and more service starting in 

June 2015. 

Seattle’s Prop. 1 measure was in response 

to an earlier King County-wide transit 

measure that fell short in April. While that 

loss was heart breaking, we developed 

a proposal to improve service within 

Seattle, and led a broad coalition of 

businesses, labor, environmental, social 

justice and neighborhood groups to pass 

this measure by more than 62%. We spoke 

with thousands of voters and attended 

hundreds of neighborhood events to 

educate residents on the benefits of more 

bus service. Thanks to this win, 85% of bus 

routes in Seattle will see improvements 

ranging from reduced over-crowding to 

more service during peak hours, as well as 

nights and weekends. 

Photo: Atomic Taco via Flickr
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PROJECT: ORCA LIFT

IN 2014, WE WON A LOW-INCOME TRANSIT FARE IN KING 

COUNTY, the first of its kind. This ground-breaking ORCA LIFT 

program will benefit more than half a million residents with a 

reduced $1.50 fare on buses and light rail. ORCA LIFT has already 

received national attention with stories in the New York Times, 

BBC and even NBC’s Meet the Press!

This win would not have been possible without our Transit for All 

coalition including OneAmerica, Puget Sound Sage, Transit Riders 

Union, Seattle-King County Coalition on Homelessness and many 

others who worked tirelessly to make transit more affordable. 

Because of ORCA LIFT, many bus riders’ transportation costs will 

be cut in half, creating more opportunities for people to get to 

jobs, schools or wherever they need to go. 

 

Photo: Yes for Seattle Transit



PROJECT:  
COMPLETE STREETS  
ORDINANCE IN  
PIERCE COUNTY
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FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, 

PIERCE COUNTY HAS 

A COMPLETE STREETS 

ORDINANCE.  TCC 

successfully advocated for 

this policy ensuring that 

Pierce County plans streets 

that are safe for all users – 

pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 

riders and drivers. This work 

was the culmination of two 

years of technical assistance, 

outreach, and education 

in Pierce County, bringing 

together residents, planners, 

leaders and community 

groups. Making it safe for 

people to get around by bike 

or on foot is good for the 

environment, improves health 

and connects communities.



7

PROJECT: STRENGTHENING TCC— 
OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH SOCIAL  
VENTURE PARTNERS

TRANSPORTATION CHOICES AND SOCIAL VENTURE PARTNERS 

(SVP) HAVE BEEN WORKING TOGETHER since 2012 to strengthen 

our organization and deliver more impactful programs. SVP 

provides resources in the form of multi-year grants and amazing 

volunteers, who have worked with us to improve our fundraising, 

sharpen our communications, strengthen our board, and refine 

how we evaluate and measure the effectiveness of our programs.  

This partnership is transforming TCC. It has increased our ability 

to advocate for more transit service, create and implement more 

equitable and environmentally responsible transportation policies, 

and engage with more Washingtonians about transportation 

choices. Thanks for believing in us, SVP!

BIGGER. STRONGER. BETTER.

OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH SVP HAS 
RESULTED IN MORE EFFECTIVE PROGRAMS, 
COMMUNICATIONS, AND FUNDRAISING  
FOR TRANSPORTATION CHOICES



TCC TEAM
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ROB JOHNSON  |  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR   After stints in transportation planning in DC and LA, Rob 

moved back home to Seattle to work at Transportation Choices. Currently on his third title at TCC, Rob’s in charge of 

fundraising, strategic direction, and running the day to day operations of TCC. Though basketball is a passion, there never 

was much danger of losing Rob to the NBA. Instead he spends his time working with the board and staff to increase the 

depth and breadth of TCC’s work. Rob lives with his wife Katie and daughters Eileen, Margaret and Hannah in Seattle.

ANDREW AUSTIN  |  POLICY DIRECTOR   Andrew Austin is the policy director at Transportation Choices, 

overseeing our regional and state policy programs. A political hack turned transit nerd; previously he was the executive 

director of Americans for Transit and before that, the field director at Transportation Choices. He’s also managed 

numerous political campaigns and worked as an aide in the state legislature. When not advocating for more transit 

across Washington, you’ll most likely find him exploring the world by bus or bike. 

DANA BROWN  |  ACCOUNTANT   “Yes is a world.” Dana lives. Nestled within a hardwood forest that 

invited them home, Dana and her husband are the caretakers of the land, fur, and feathers that reside with them. In 

the midst of loving this place, Dana tends after TCC’s financial records with the same care and attention she gives to 

her life. Dana brings with her a deep background in the Puget Sound nonprofit world and has been TCC’s accountant 

for nearly eight years.

CARLA CHAVEZ  |  DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR   Carla joined Transportation Choices in April of 2014 

and handles TCC’s fundraising activities, including our annual event. Carla has a background in marketing and event 

planning and has been a transit fan since her college days at the University of Florida. She moved to Seattle from Dallas 

in 2012, promptly sold her car, and now enjoys a stress-free commute. For her, taking the bus is a triple win: good for 

the environment, her health, and her pocketbook.

SHEFALI RANGANATHAN  |  DEPUTY DIRECTOR  First, a little secret... “When I first met my 

husband, Murari, he had a silver Mustang, a convertible. He drove it everywhere.” Love has its price – the Mustang 

has been donated and replaced with an ORCA transit pass. As the Deputy Director, she develops and evaluates our 

programs, represents TCC on various policy committees, and helps build coalitions with communities who depend on 

transit. Shefali loves traveling and enjoys trying out transit systems with Murari and daughter Aleya.

HESTER SEREBRIN  |  POLICY ANALYST  Hester’s decade-long love affair with walking to work drew her 

to TCC, where everyone has an “alternative” commute and everyone works hard for policies that support pedestrians, 

bicyclists, and bus riders. After 10 years in the private sector, Hester ditched the corporate ladder and started climbing 

a nonprofit one instead: She first volunteered at TCC, then worked as a contract employee before finally taking the 

Policy Analyst position. Of course, it doesn’t hurt that TCC is located next to the International District, her favorite food 

neighborhood in Seattle. She is currently pursuing her Master of Public Administration at the University of Washington 

Evans School of Public Policy and Governance.



CORPORATE PARTNERS
Boeing Company
Car2Go
CDM Smith
CH2MHill
Cocker Fennessy
EMC Research
EnviroIssues
Expedia Matching Gifts
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
Google Matching Gifts Program
Greater Tacoma Community Foundation
HDR Engineering
HNTB Corporation
Huitt-Zollars
Jacobs Engineering
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Nelson Nygaard
Parametrix
Parsons
Parsons Brinckerhoff
PRR
Siemens
Smart Growth America
Vulcan
Zipcar

PUBLIC SECTOR PARTNERS
Cascade Bicycle Club
City of Seattle
Earthshare of Washington
Everett Transit
Futurewise
Intercity Transit
Island Transit
King County Metro
Pierce Transit
Sound Transit
Spokane Transit
Tacoma-Pierce County Public Health
Washington State Transit Association
Whatcom Transit

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
American Public Transportation
Association
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Boeing Charitable Trust
Bullitt Foundation
Church of Latter-Day Saints Foundation
Horizons Foundation
Northwest Fund for the Environment
Seattle Foundation
Schwab Charitable Foundation
Social Venture Partners
Surdna Foundation
Transit Center
Treeline Foundation
Vanguard Charitable Endowment
 
MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS
Genesee Adkins
Cody Arledge
Jay Arnold
Andrew Austin
Charles Bagley via the Columbus 
Foundation
Jesseca Brand
Rod Brown via the Seattle Foundation
Dick Burkhart and Mona Lee
Diane Carlson and Daryl Wendle
Dow Constantine and Shirley Carlson
Michael Donow
Emelie E. East
Leif Espelund
Elizabeth Faulkner
Brian Ferris and Amy Wheeless
Richard Gary
Andrew and Casssady Glass Hastings
Dustin Hodge
Mukund Gopalan
Amy Grotefendt and Matt Roewe
Jeff Hamm
Mike Harbour
Roger Harrison
Marni Heffron
Tim Hesterberg

Claudia Hirschey
Dana Hook
Diane Horn
Kathleen Huckabay
Rick Johnson
Rob and Katie Johnson
Sandeep Kaushik via the Wingood
Foundation
Josh Kavanagh
Quentin King
David Korten
Bill LaBorde
Roberta Lewandowski
Kyle Loring
Lauren Luttrell
David Maymudes
Ryan Mello
Sunshine Monastrial
Greg and Sharon Nickels
Michael O’Hagen
Jennifer Olegario
Tim Payne
April Putney
Shefali Ranganathan and Murari Gopalan
Vaishali Ranganathan and 
Karthik Subramanyam
Andrew Richardson
David Ross
David and Hazel Russell
Carla Saulter and Adam Edwards
Steve Sheehy
Priya Singh
Jared Smith and Karen Daubert
Rachel Smith
Rebekah Stackhouse
Michelle Vanderwalker
Greg Walker
Nancy Ward
Anne Ward-Ryan
Kathleen Washienko
Jeff Wilcox
Barbara Wright and Dwight Gee
Michelle Tucker

TCC PARTNERS

Amy Grotefendt
Principal, EnviroIssues – Board President

Rachel Smith
Director of Government Relations, King County Executive 

Dow Constantine – Board Vice President

Kyle Loring
Staff Attorney, Friends of the San Juans – Board Treasurer

Matt Ferguson
CEO, LodeSpin Labs – Board Secretary

Jeanne Acutanza
Director of Public Agency Services, Transpo Group

Genesee Adkins
Director of State Relations; University of Washington 

Rob Berman
Vice President and Washington 

Transportation Business Development Manager, HDR 
Anne Fennessy

Partner at Cocker Fennessy

Ann Freeman-Manzanares
General Manager, Intercity Transit

Sandeep Kaushik
Sound View Strategies 

Josh Kavanagh
Director of Transportation Services,  

University of Washington 

Mark Liias
Washington State Senator 

Ryan Mello
Tacoma City Councilmember

Sunshine Monastrial
Senior Planning & Evaluation Analyst at International 

Community Health Services (ICHS)

Greg Nickels
Former Mayor of Seattle

Brian Painley
Pacific Northwest Infrastructure Business Development 

Manager, Jacobs Engineering

Rich Stolz
Executive Director, OneAmerica

Barbara Wilson
Government Affairs Officer, Vulcan Inc.

We would like to thank Mary LaFleur for 
her generously donated design work. 

     OUR BOARD
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www.transportationchoices.org

OUR WORK BRINGS RESULTS.  We can turn a handful of quarters into tens of 

thousands of dollars in transportation investments: buses, trains, sidewalks, bike lanes, 

and safer roads. MORE transportation CHOICES mean MORE TIME for yourself and 

your family, MORE MONEY in your pocket, and a cleaner environment.

We are working hard to preserve Washington’s economic, environmental, and social 

health, but we can’t do it without you. Renew your membership today to ensure that 

our state continues to give transportation choices the priority they deserve. 

GET ON BOARD!

CONNECT WITH TCC


