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Personal Car-Sharing Now Legal in Washington
A Big Year for Health and Transportation Connections 
The Launch of “Books on the Bus”
 
Transportation Choices Coalition had a lot of great successes in 2012!   

2012 was a year of big connections for TCC. We worked hard to deepen our connections with the health community, 
and the result  was two great partnerships that you can read more about in this annual report. We also worked to connect 
communities with each other by passing legislation (with unanimous support by the House and Senate) to allow neighbors 
to rent their cars to one another, a policy phenomenon now known as peer-to-peer carsharing. We can still get wonky 
when we want to!    

In this report you’ll see new staff faces, new board members, and an introduction to some of our new programs. While we 
have featured our newest programs – Coalition for Active Transportation and Books on the Bus – we’re very proud of ALL 
of our work in 2012. We know that although the challenges ahead of us are great, particularly as transit agencies around 
the state are reducing or eliminating service, we face those challenges as a stronger and more effective organization.    

Thank you for your support!   
 

	 Barbara Wright	 Rob Johnson	
     		  Board President		  Executive Director  	            

“
YEARINREVIEWTCCFINANCIALS

In 2012, Transportation Choices Coalition saw a 

significant dip in grant funding from 2011, while at the same 

time seeing an increase in individual/business contributions 

even in a slow growing and largely stagnant economy. Over the 

last few years, TCC has shown its ability to stay stable during 

economic downturns by putting away money for a rainy day. 

2012 was that rainy day, with TCC drawing down 2.5 months 

of our board identified 4 months of reserve. Over the past year 

TCC has been adapting to an ever-changing global economy 

and as such, we’ve spent the first half of 2013 solidifying our 

fundraising base and cultivating new and diverse revenue 

sources to help replace those reserves we used in 2012.     
 
These condensed financial statements are presented for information purposes only.  

TCC is audited annually by the firm of Peterson Sullivan LLP. Audited financial 

statements are available upon request. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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Our work is to define a future for Washington that offers real transportation choices to 

connect people with jobs, housing, communities, and each other.  

Transportation affects everyone in Washington

>	 52% of climate change emissions in our state come from transportation
>	 1 in 3 Washingtonians do not get enough physical activity
>	T ime wasted stuck in traffic costs Americans $1.5 billion every year

Transportation Choices is the only organization that brings together different interests from across 

the state to work toward a common goal. We are active participants in both grassroots efforts and 

high-level decision-making processes.

>	 We work with legislators in Olympia to make transit a priority for our state.
>	 We help cities and towns find creative ways to build and maintain sidewalks and bike lanes.
>	 We support citizens and community groups who want to build the transportation
	 connections that make their communities work. 

For every $1.50 our MEMBERS invest, 
WE HELP PROVIDE $25,000 in transit, 
bicycle and pedestrian investments

In 2013, transit service in Washington State faces its greatest uncertainty.    
The Washington State Senate Republicans and its Majority Coalition Caucus chose to put politics 

ahead of our state’s future. They refused to authorize a new, more sustainable revenue source 

during legislative session to save transit service. Without new funding, transit agencies such as 

King County Metro face drastic service cuts impacting 70 percent of riders  

Legislators are discussing the possibility of a transportation-focused special session in November. 

If this happens, we will be engaged in the discussion, with the goal of maximizing investments 

for transit, safe streets, and toxic runoff reduction. If the legislature again fails to find a solution 

for transit, we will look elsewhere for a solution.

We will work with the King County 

Council to put a transit ballot measure 

— using existing county taxing 

authority — before voters. And, we 

will continue to actively pursue any 

and all options to save transit. 

At a time when there is more demand 

(and need) for public transportation 

than at any time in our state’s history, 

we will not sit by and watch service 

drastically cut simply because the 

state legislature has failed to do its job. 

WHATWEDO WHAT’SNEXT

TCC is working to bring washingtonians more and 
better transportation choices – real opportunities 
to take a bus, catch a train, ride a bike, or walk

OUR MEMBERS COME FROM COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE STATE
CYCLISTS, TRANSIT RIDERS, RAIL SUPPORTERS, ACTIVISTS
ENVIRONMENTALISTS, PLANNERS, STATE AND CITY LEADERS

OUR MISSION

            {
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OUR MEMBERS
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“

MAKINGADIFFERENCE

Residents of Pierce 
 County would like to 

be able to safely walk or 
bicycle to destinations 
that are close to home. 

Decreasing car traffic 
improves congestion, 

decreases emissions, and 
increases physical activity. 

This results in improved 
health for people and 

the environment.”

 Jane Moore

President

Coalition for Active Transportation

I love the idea of creating 
community among bus 
riders. For many of us 
who ride, bus time is 
quality reading time, and  
I love it when it also 
creates opportunities to 
make a connection with  
a fellow rider.”  

Amy Shumann

Books on the Bus participant and 

Transportation Choices Member

“

Transportation Choices Coalition has begun a multi-year partnership with  

THE Coalition for Active Transportation and Tacoma-Pierce County Public  

Health to provide technical expertise, community outreach, and education 

 to ensure streets in Pierce County are safe for everyone to walk and bike.

Books on the Bus is a new TCC book club for bus and train riders, designed 

to take advantage of public transportation’s inherent strengths: time to 

read and immersion in a unique, temporary, and very diverse community. 

Learn more at transportationchoices.org/books. 
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MAKINGADIFFERENCE

“I would never have normally 
considered transportation as 
a ‘need,’ but Transportation 

Choices’ presentation of 
the [issue] has raised my 

awareness of its importance. 
And I love seeing the 

connections and partnerships 
that Transportation Choices 

creates; it assures me that 
every minute of my own 

volunteer effort towards better 
transportation is expanded at 

an exponential rate.”
	

Mary LaFleur  |  LaFleur Studios

Transportation Choices Volunteer

We have a responsibility to 
build a transportation system 
that generates local prosperity, 
promotes wellness, and 
provides access to all in our 
community. Transportation 
Choices Coalition has been a 
strong advocate of helping  
our state to achieve this  
goal of a responsible 
transportation system.”
	
Senator Andy Billig

3rd Legislative District (Spokane)

Volunteers like Mary Lafleur keep TCC looking good. Since 2010,  

Mary has donated countless hours of graphic design to TCC. She is  

the creative force behind our annual reports, THE organization’s 

rebranding in 2011, the Books on the Bus logo, and our strategic plan.  
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Senator Billig showed leadership on a number of key transportation issues during the 

2012 legislative session. He introduced the Health and Transportation bill, which would 

have added health to WSDOT’s five project goals, and was instrumental in passing a fee 

bill that directed state funds to public transit for the first time since 2000.

“
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Rob Johnson  |  Executive Director   After stints in transportation planning in DC and LA, Rob moved back home to Seattle to work at 
Transportation Choices. Currently on his third title at TCC, Rob’s in charge of fundraising, strategic direction, and running the day to day 
operations of TCC. Though basketball is a passion, there never was much danger of losing Rob to the NBA. Instead he spends his time 
working with the board and staff to increase the depth and breadth of TCC’s work. Rob lives with his wife Katie and daughters Eileen, 
Margaret and Hannah in Seattle.

Dana Brown  |  Accountant   “Yes is a world.” Dana lives. Nestled within a hardwood forest that invited them home, Dana and her 
husband are the caretakers of the land, fur, and feathers that reside with them. In the midst of loving this place, Dana tends after TCC’s 
financial records with the same care and attention she gives to her life. Dana brings with her a deep background in the Puget Sound 
nonprofit world and has been TCC’s accountant for nearly eight years.

Carrie Dolwick  |  Policy Director   Carrie leads our Policy and Legislative Programs. It’s a tough job advocating for anything in 
Olympia these days, but Carrie has the chops; she’s a graduate of the University of Washington’s Evans School for Public Administration 
and a veteran advocate for energy and the environment. She also has the passion. Carrie loves getting around the region by bike and 
transit and even rides public transportation when she travels. “Transit is a great way to get to know a place. You get to experience the 
neighborhoods, see the real people who live there, and see how they treat you and each other.”

Shefali Ranganathan  |  Director of Programs   First, a little secret... “When I first met my husband, Murari, he had a silver Mustang, 
a convertible. He drove it everywhere. Love has its price – nowadays the Mustang gathers dust. Just as she has done for individuals all 
over the state, Shefali showed Mustang Murari how leaving the car at home can free you up, socially and economically. As the Director of 
Programs, she coordinates our education work and helps build coalitions with communities who depend on transit. Shefali loves traveling 
and enjoys trying out transit systems with her husband around the world.

Carla Saulter  |  Membership Manager   Carla is responsible for growing and cultivating our membership base. A long time TCC member, 
she is responsible for growing and cultivating our membership base. The author of the blog Bus Chick, Transit Authority, with Carla brings some 
of her enthusiasm for all things transit to TCC. She admits to an obsession with what she calls “transit culture” and believes that getting people 
out of their cars is not about convincing them why they should; it’s about showing them why they want to. “There’s plenty of propaganda 
promoting cars as the best way to get around. Those of us who ride buses and trains regularly know what everyone else is missing.” 

Kate Whiting  |  Field Director   Kate joined the TCC team at the end of 2012. She brings seven years of experience in grassroots 
development, campaign management, volunteer coordination, and coalition building to the organization. Kate has worked on political 
campaigns – both large and small – throughout Washington State, and loves nothing more than working with dedicated volunteers. 
Kate’s first exposure to public transportation was a ferry; she grew up on the Kitsap Peninsula. When she moved to Pullman for college, 
she traded ferries for buses. These days, she buses around the state from her home base in Olympia, reaching out to riders and building 
a strong base of transit supporters who are ready to fight to save service. When she’s not mobilizing transit advocates, you’ll find Kate 
training for her next climbing adventure.

Corporate Partners
AECOM 
Boeing Company
CDM Smith
CH2MHill
Cocker Fennessy, Inc.
EMC Research
EnviroIssues
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center
Google Inc.
Google Matching Gifts Program
HDR Engineering
HNTB Corporation
Jacobs Engineering
Microsoft
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Parametrix
Parkio Inc.
Parsons Brinckerhoff
Seattle Children’s Hospital
Siemens
Vulcan
Zipcar

PUBLIC SECTOR PARTNERS
Amalgamated Transit Union
City of Seattle
City of Tacoma
Intercity Transit
Island Transit
King County Metro

Pierce Transit
Sound Transit
Spokane Transit
Tacoma-Pierce County Public Health
UW Transportation Services
Washington State Transit Association
Whatcom Transit

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
American Public Transportation 
Association
 Bicycle Alliance of Washington
Boeing Charitable Trust
Bullitt Foundation
Church of Latter-Day Saints Foundation
Earthshare of Washington
Horizons Foundation
Impact Capital
Northwest Fund for the Environment
Schwab Charitable Fund
Seattle Foundation
Social Venture Partners
Washington Progress Foundation
 
MAJOR DONORS
Genesee Adkins
Dave and Hae-Sun Asher
Paul and Debbi Brainerd
Frederick Brown
Democracy Works
Adam Edwards and Carla Saulter

Jessyn and Tim Farrell
Matt and Erin Ferguson
Green City Recyclers
Amy Grotefendt and Matt Roewe
Mike Harbour
Jeff and Diane Hamm
Claudia and Stephen Hirschey
Diane Horn
Rob and Katie Johnson
Matthew Kerner
Ronald and Margo Klein
David and Frances Korten
Josh Kavanagh
Matt and Leslie Leber
Pearl Leung
Kyle and Kathryn Loring
Lloyd Low
David Maymudes
Greg Nickels
Michael and Diane O’Hagen
Brian Painley
Peterson Sullivan CPA
Frances Posel
Phillip Reis
Dave Ross
David and Hazel Russell
Christian Sinderman
Jared Smith and Karen Daubert
Greg and Julie Walker
Nancy Ward
Barbara Wright and Dwight Gee

TCCTeam TCCPARTNERS

Barbara Wright
Former Deputy Director Environmental Health Division,  
Seattle & King County Public Health – Board President

Amy Grotefendt
Principal, EnviroIssues – Board Vice President

Kyle Loring
Staff Attorney, Friends of the San Juans – Board Treasurer

Matt Ferguson
Graduate Student, School of Engineering,  

University of Washington – Board Secretary

Genesee Adkins
Director of Government Relations, King County 

Dave Asher
Kirkland City Councilmember 

Mike Cooper
Former Mayor, City of Edmonds

Dan Evans
Dan Evans Consulting 

Mike Harbour
Deputy CEO, Sound Transit 

Sandeep Kaushik
Sound View Strategies 

Josh Kavanagh
Director of Transportation Services, University of Washington 

Pearl Leung
Community Relations Manager, Vulcan Inc.

Ryan Mello
Tacoma City Councilmember

Sunshine Monastrial
Senior Planning & Evaluation Analyst

International Community Health Services (ICHS)

Greg Nickels
Former Mayor of Seattle

Brian Painley
Western Regional Manager, CH2MHill 

Dave Ross
Talk Show Host, KIRO radio 

Christian Sinderman
President, Northwest Passage Consulting

Rachel Smith
Government and Community Relations Specialist, Sound Transit

THANKS FOR EVERYTHING YOU DO TO SUPPORT 
TRANSPORTATION CHOICES COALITION 
We would like to thank our team of Mary LaFleur and Benjamin Shown for their 
generously donated design and photography work.  

OURBOARD
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www.transportationchoices.org

Our work brings results.  We can turn a handful of quarters into tens of thousands of  

dollars in transportation investment: buses, trains, sidewalks, bike lanes, and safer roads.  

MORE transportation CHOICES mean MORE TIME for yourself and your family, MORE MONEY  

in your pocket, and a cleaner environment.

We are working hard to preserve Washington’s economic, environmental, and social health, but  

we can’t do it without you. Renew your membership today to ensure that our state continues  

to give transportation choices the priority they deserve. 

Get on board!

WHERE ARE WE HEADED?
IT’S UP TO YOU!

CONNECT
          WITHTCC


