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900 New Members
1 Opening of Light Rail
15,000 Individuals Educated
1 MAJOR EMISSIONS REDUCTION RULE FROM Gov. GREGoire
150 COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION MEETINGS 

It was a busy 2009 for us at Transportation Choices Coalition. 

To our new friends that might have met us for the first time at the opening of Sound Transit’s 
light rail, we hope this annual report provides some context about the work we do to educate,  
advocate, and develop policies that make it easier for Washington residents to live car-less or car-free.   
For our long time supporters, we hope you will appreciate this peek behind the curtain to learn a  
bit more about the organization.

For those of us on the staff and Board of Transportation Choices Coalition, this is a great opportunity 
to reflect on how far we’ve come over the last year, to remind ourselves of the many great challenges  
ahead (like the cuts to bus service that are now happening all throughout Washington), and to  
thank all of you for your support to make this work possible. It might be cliché to say it, but it  
is true – without members and supporters like you, there would be no us.

Thank you for your support! 

Kathy Huckabay	 Rob Johnson	
     President : Board of Directors	      Executive Director  	            

“
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TCCFINANCIALS

THERE IS NO DENYING IT, the past few years have been a tough 

time for nonprofits.  But while many of our peers have struggled 

with declining revenues, Transportation Choices Coalition has 

remained stable.  Bucking the national trend, from 2007 to 2009 

we’ve seen a rise in our revenue and used that to help establish 	

a three-month operating reserve, a first in our history.  This 

stronger and more diverse funding base was achieved thanks 

in large part to a big increase in individual members and the 

generous contributions of Washington businesses eager to 	

support better transportation options.  
 

These condensed financial statements are presented for information purposes only.   

TCC is audited annually by the firm of Peterson Sullivan LLP.  Audited financial statements 

are available upon request.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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For every $1.50 our MEMBERS invest, 
WE HELP PROVIDE $25,000 in transit, 
bicycle and pedestrian investments

Transportation is about more than buses and trains, pathways and tracks. It is about 

getting from point A to point B, allowing people the freedom to live, connect, engage and be 

involved in their cities and towns. It is about what people do, how they work and where they play.

Washingtonians understand that how they get from place to place is a key piece of a bigger puzzle. 

By taking public transportation, Washingtonians are making a positive decision that benefits our 

environment, boosts our economy, and brings us a small step closer to a sustainable, secure future.

Buses, trains, footpaths and bike lanes are also the foundation upon which we can build communities 

that make sense for the people who live in them – communities supported by good land use policy, 

and which promote healthy lifestyles and the efficient movement of people and goods.

over the past fifty years, the U.S. has developed a transportation system that is 

environmentally, economically and socially unsustainable. It was from this landscape that 

Transportation Choices Coalition emerged in 1993, inspired by the tremendous challenge of 

changing the state’s future. Consider this:

>	 52% of climate change emissions in Washington come from transportation
>	 1 in 3 Washingtonians do not get enough physical activity
>	 $1.5 Billion – the cost of being stuck in traffic

The Transportation Choices Coalition is helping at every step
>	 We are working hard with legislators in Olympia to make more
	 transit a priority for our state 
>	 We are helping our cities and towns with creative ways to complete 
	 our sidewalks and bike lanes, and keep the ones we have 	
	 functioning and safe
>	 We are a friend and resource for families and community groups who
	 want to build the connections that make their communities work

Transportation is a challenge that is shared by many – from transit agencies to environmental and 

business groups, to neighborhood organizations, workers and students. Transportation Choices is 

the only organization in Washington that brings them all together.

Our work is to define a future for Washington that offers real transportation choices to connect 

people with jobs, housing, communities, and each other.

We are active participants in both grassroots efforts, and at the highest levels. 
>	 Education programs that get the word out about transportation choices that work
>	 Being the voice of our communities and working with local, state and federal decision
	 makers on transportation policies that work for people, the economy and the environment
And there is still tough work ahead of us. In 2010, we are at a crossroads – the economy is 

struggling, and the government is seeking to reinvest in our transportation networks. With your 

help we’re going to make sure we do it right, building a stronger transportation future with great 

transit options, safer sidewalks and bike lanes, and a modern, efficient road system. 

TCCCONNECTS
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TCC is working to bring washingtonians more and 
better transportation choices – real opportunities 
to take a bus, catch a train, ride a bike, or walk

OUR MEMBERS COME FROM COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE STATE
CYCLISTS, TRANSIT RIDERS, RAIL SUPPORTERS, ACTIVISTS
ENVIRONMENTALISTS, PLANNERS, STATE AND CITY LEADERS

OUR MISSION

            {
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OUR MEMBERS
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Transportation Choices 
is not just about transit. 

They are about the whole 
network of mobility 

options. Transportation 
is a basic human need. 
Mobility is what keeps 
people engaged in life. 

 Lynne Griffith
	 CEO
	 Pierce Transit

My daughter loves riding 
the bus – it is our quality 
time together. We read 
stories, talk, point out the 
passing landmarks. It is 
also my way of teaching 
her the values that are 
important to me, about 
community, equality, 
thrift and healthy living. 

 	 Carla Saulter
	T CC Member
	A uthor: Bus Chick
	T ransit Authority Blog

“

Last fall, TCC began working with Pierce Transit on a 

redesign of its 30-year-old system. With regional agencies 

under budget pressure,  TCC is working to provide better 

transit services, and keep the ones we have on line.

in 2009 TCC gathered 900 new members. We also educated 

more than 15,000 Washingtonians about options for 	

getting around in their communities – On foot, by bike, 	

on buses, AND by rail. 
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“Land use and transportation 
are inextricably connected. 

Both Futurewise and  
TCC understand that in 

order to have a better 
transportation system, you 
need to have land use that 

compliments that.

	 Kitty Klitzke
 Eastern Washington

Program Director
	 for Futurewise

In Olympia and Tacoma 
the buses have automated 
computer announcement 
systems, which are 
awesome. But in Seattle 
you have to play the 
lottery system, on 
whether the microphone 
is working, or whether 
the driver is going to 
announce the stops.

	 Jacob Struiksma
	T CC Member

TCC worked with Governor Christine Gregoire and 

Futurewise to begin implementing a cutting-edge plan to 

reduce emissions from cars and give Washingtonians more 

transportation choices — the first of its kind in the nation.

For riders like Jacob, who is blind, information systems 	

are crucial. TCC is encouraging the development of realtime 

services like One Bus Away, and better technology to take 

the guesswork out of getting around.

“
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Rob Johnson
Executive Director

Rob is a rare bird – a fifth 
generation Seattle-ite. In a 
place defined by an influx 
of professionals from across 
America, Rob is old school. Since 
his family settled on Capitol Hill 
at the turn of the century, the 
city has grown from meadows 
to metropolis. After stints in 
transportation planning in DC 
and LA, it was his desire to help 
Seattle develop into a vibrant 
and mobile city that led Rob to 
Transportation Choices in 2004.

Though basketball is a 
passion, there never was much 
danger of losing Rob to the 
NBA. Rob’s true talent is in 
keeping bus and rail services 
in front of our legislators and 
planners. He is the facilitator, 
fundraiser, and our public face 
– the nuts and bolts guy. The 
NBA’s loss is Seattle’s gain.

Andrew Austin 
Policy Associate

Born in Sand Point, Idaho, but 
raised in Bellingham, Andrew 
first got a look at where the 
rubber meets the road in 
transportation planning as a 
college student in Tacoma.

“I didn’t have a car. That’s 
when you start to really think of 
things like, ‘where do the buses 
go?’  Where can I get to on my 
bike?”

Batting 1.000 with 3 wins 
from three campaigns for a 
variety of state candidates, 
Andrew is now Transportation 
Choices man on the ground in 
the state capitol. 

Shefali Ranganathan 
Director of Programs

First, a little secret... “When I 
first met my husband, Murari, 
he had a silver Mustang, a 
convertible. He drove that thing 
everywhere. Right away I said  
‘I can never be seen in this...’”

Love has its price – 
nowadays the Mustang gathers 
dust. Just as she has done for 
communities and individuals all 
over the state, Shefali showed 
Mustang Murari how leaving 
the car at home can free you up, 
socially and economically.

As Transportation Choices’ 
outreach wonder woman, 
Shefali turns the transit bureau-
speak into information we can 
all understand.

“It’s about bringing all this 
policy and funding stuff down 
to a personal level.”

Bill LaBorde
Policy Director

As a young lawyer and 
political junkie Bill first came 
to Transportation Choices as a 
volunteer board member in the 
late 90s. It was a crucial time.

“The first Sound Transit 
measure had passed, and they 
were taking the initial steps 
toward a real rail system here,” 
he recalls.

Now Bill works with 
governments to advocate for a 
better system. From his home 
in Columbia City, Bill sees the 
energy the light rail system is 
bringing into communities – 
just like it did in his native DC 30 
years ago.

“I still remember the day the 
DC metro system opened back 
in the 70s. I was 10. I remember 
riding the trains that first day.”

Jennifer Olegario 
Development and  
Outreach Associate

High-powered Wall Street 
player, tired of the hundred 
hour work weeks, packs up 
her Jeep and heads out west 
to ponder the bigger picture. 
That’s the story of how Jennifer 
came to swap Manhattan for 
Puget Sound.

It didn’t take long for her to 
feel the same frustration that 
locals do about our jammed-up 
highways. And so it was that 
a passionate young woman 
became one of Washington’s 
most effective transit advocates.

Loving her car-free life in 
Seattle, Jennifer has become a 
crucial cog in the Transportation 
Choices unit. An independent 
contractor for TCC, she uses her 
big market PR smarts to work 
with donors and plan fancy 
fundraising events.

Corporate Partners
AECOM 
Boeing Company
CH2M Hill
EnviroIssues 
Hatch Mott MacDonald
HDR 
HNTB
KBA Inc.
Jacobs Engineering
Parsons Brinckerhoff
Vulcan Inc.

LOCAL PARTNERS
Clinkston Brunner Architects 
Commute Seattle
Downtown Seattle Association 
EMC Research
Hale’s Brewery 
Jones Soda 
Starbucks 
Wilbur Smith Associates
W.P. Coburn
Zipcar

ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERS
City of Kirkland 
City of Redmond 
City of Sammamish 
City of Seattle
City of Tacoma
Community Choices Clark County 

IBEW, Local 77 
Snohomish County
Walla Walla 2020

TRANSIT AGENCY PARTNERS
Ben Franklin Transit 
Community Transit 
Intercity Transit
King County Metro 
Kitsap Transit
Pierce Transit 
Sound Transit 
Spokane Transit
Washington State Transit Association
Whatcom Transit

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Bullitt Foundation
Boeing Charitable Trust
Earthshare of Washington  
Horizons Foundation
Surdna Foundation
Smart Growth America 

MAJOR DONORS
Council Member Dave and Hae-Sun Asher
Dan Austin
Council Member Sally Bagshaw
Peter Benmar
Suzanne Carlson
Rod Brown and Catherine Connoly
Council Member Mike and Chrystal Cooper

Steve Crane
Dan Evans
Tim and Jessyn Farrell
Matt Ferguson
Gabe Grijalva
Amy Grotefendt and Matt Roewe
Mike Harbour
Claudia and Stephen Hirschey
Kathy and Warren Huckabay
Todd Vogel and Karen Hust
Dave Janis
Maryanne Tagney Jones
Marty Kaplan
Matthew Kerner
Margaret Kitchell and Jack Buchans 
Sen. Jeanne Kohl-Welles
David and Frances Korten
Kyle and Kathryn Loring
Lauren Luttrell
Ann Martin
David Maymudes
Michael and Dianne O’Hagen
Michael O’Neill
Dave Ross
Carla Saulter and Adam Edwards
Ben Schiendelman
Ron Sher
Jared Smith and Karen Daubert
Rachel Smith
Greg and Julie Walker
Barbara Wright and Dwight Gee

TCCCONNECTS
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TCCCONNECTS
                 OURPARTNERS

Kathy Huckabay
CPA/CFP, US Bank – Board President

Barbara Wright
Former Deputy Director Environmental Health 

Division, Public Health of Seattle &  
King County – Board Vice President 

Kyle Loring
Staff Attorney, Friends of the San Juans  

 – Board Vice President
Amy Grotefendt

Principal, EnviroIssues – Board Treasurer
Matt Ferguson

Graduate Student, School of Engineering, 
University of Washington – Board Secretary

Dave Asher
Kirkland City Councilmember 

Mike Cooper
Snohomish County Councilmember

Steve Crane
President, Crane International, Inc. 

Dan Evans
Dan Evans Consulting 

Mike Harbour
General Manager, Intercity Transit 

Dave Janis
Policy Director, Bicycle Alliance of Washington 

Jeanne Kohl-Welles
State Senator, 36th District 

Lauren Luttrell
Business Analyst, Parker Staffing Services 

Brian Painley
Western Regional Manager, CH2MHill 

Dave Ross
Talk Show Host, KIRO radio 
Christian Sinderman

President, Northwest Passage Consulting 

<  R o b,  A n d r e w,  S h e f a l i ,  B i l l  &  J e n n i f e r

THANKS FOR EVERYTHING YOU DO TO SUPPORT THE 
TRANSPORTATION CHOICES COALITION 
This annual report was made possible through the support of the Taproot Foundation.
We would like to thank our Taproot team of  Jay Drowns, Li Hou, Mary LaFleur, Jake Lynch, Scott Michelson, Eve Psalti and Aden Ryan.
Thank you for your vision, creativity, commitment and effort in making our first ever annual report a reality.

OURBOARD
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The state of Washington is at a crossroads – the environmental, economic and social 

future of our communities hangs in the balance. Will our state continue to languish underneath 

ancient road systems and a lack of public transportation? Or does a brighter future await? The 

decision is yours!

Transportation Choices Coalition is Washington’s only non-profit bringing you MORE CHOICES – 

buses, trains, sidewalks, and bike lanes. More transportation choices mean MORE TIME for yourself 

and your family, MORE MONEY in your pocket, and a cleaner environment.

By joining Transportation Choices, you are making a critical investment in your community. 	

We are working hard to build a state that works for all – but we can’t do it without you. Sign up and 

get involved! 

Renew your membership and climb aboard the Transportation Choices express!

WHERE ARE WE HEADED?
IT’S UP TO YOU!
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